Fell Dyke
Community Primary School

Welcome!

Hello and welcome to Fell Dyke Community
Primary School. We are very proud of our
school and hope that our prospectus gives you
a taste of what makes us so special.

Fell Dyke is a happy and inclusive community primary school and we welcome
children and families from a range of backgrounds.
Our vision for Fell Dyke is that it is a happy, friendly, safe and encouraging place
where everyone is valued. A place where achievement is expected and
celebrated.
We provide a broad and creative curriculum within a safe and stimulating
learning environment.
Our children achieve highly, have enthusiasm and a thirst for learning and they
learn to be confident, motivated and independent learners.
We are very lucky to have an extremely dedicated and supportive staff team who
work very hard to provide the best opportunities for all our children in a safe and
happy school environment.

The positive support of our parents and the wider community is very important to
us and we maintain an open and welcoming environment where we can work in
partnership for the benefit of our children.
Visitors are warmly welcome and we would very much like to show you around
our school, so you can see for yourself some of the fantastic work we are doing.
Ms K Savage - Headteacher

Admissions
We have places for 52 Nursery children on a parttime basis. From Reception to Year 6, the school
has 45 places per year group.
If you are considering Fell Dyke for your child, we
would be happy to provide information and a tour
of the school to help you make a decision.
Applying for a Nursery place is via the school
office. Applications for Reception are via the
Gateshead School Admissions Service.

Our School
Fell Dyke Community Primary School caters for children aged 3-11 years old and is part
of the Thomas Hepburn cluster of schools in Gateshead.
We have a large spacious building and ample green space. We have a large school
field, multi use games area (MUGA) and our own forest area on site.
All classes are organised into four phase groups across the school:
•

Foundation Stage (3-5 years): Nursery and Reception

•

Key Stage 1 (5-7 years): Year 1 and Year 2

•

Lower Key Stage 2 (7-9 years): Year 3 and Year 4

•

Upper Key Stage 2 (9-11 years): Year 5 and Year 6

Classes are arranged in either single year groups or mixed year groups. Where it is
beneficial to the children, small grouping by ability may occur. All teaching and support
staff work collaboratively as a team and are supported by phase leaders.

Our Values
Friendship: We collaborate and learn together – Pupils, staff and families.
Excellence: We aim high. We are the best we can be.
Love learning: We are active, engaged learners.
Listen: We share our ideas and respect those of others.
Determination: We show resilience and challenge ourselves.
Y Why? We ask questions to find out more.
Kindness: We treat others as we would like to be treated.
Equality: We are all different; we are all the same.

Inclusion
At Fell Dyke Primary School we believe that every child must be provided with
opportunities to develop socially, emotionally, academically and physically to
achieve the highest possible standards. We are committed to challenging attitudes
about disability, race, religion, sexuality and accessibility and to developing a
culture of awareness, respect and inclusion.
All children at Fell Dyke follow a broad balanced curriculum that is appropriate to
their age and stage of development. It is personalised to take into account their
needs and abilities. Children who appear to have difficulties with learning are
brought to the attention of the SENDCo (Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities Coordinator) and parents/carers are fully involved with the process.
Concerns are not always based on academic progress but could also be linked to
the social and emotional development of the student. Any concerns that school staff
or parents raise in this area may lead to a further investigation by the SENDCo. In
some instances, involvement from outside services may be necessary. These
include Primary Behaviour support, Emotional Wellbeing, Assessment from an
Educational Psychologist or referrals to Speech and Language Therapy,
Occupational Therapy or sensory teams including Vision and Hearing teams. We
are committed to effective collaboration between all agencies working with a child.
Our SEND Information Report, Accessibility Plan and SEND Policy are available on
the school website. However, if you have specific questions about how Fell Dyke
could meet the needs of your child, then please do not hesitate to contact the
school SENDCo.

School Governors
Fell Dyke’s governing body work as part of the school leadership team striving for
the best for your children.
Our governors are a mixture of parent, staff, local authority and community
representatives with a broad range of skills, enabling us to be effective in
challenging and leading the school with the Headteacher.
Find out more about what we do at www.felldykeprimary.org/school-governors

School Meals
All our school meals are prepared on the premises and there is always a delicious
choice available. Dinner money must be paid on a Monday in advance for the rest
of the week. If you think you are entitled to free school meals you can collect a form
from the school office. You can also contact the free school meals department
at Gateshead council to find out if you are eligible.
The current menu and cost can be found on the school website.
Children can bring their own packed
lunch if they choose. We ask that
food brought in is in a plastic
container and for safety reasons we
do not allow hot liquids in flasks. As
part of our healthy school programme
we also ask that packed lunches are
balanced and do not contain
chocolate bars or fizzy drinks.
We do not allow the eating of sweets
at school. Children in Foundation
Stage and Key Stage 1 receive a free
piece of fruit or vegetable each day
as part of the government scheme.
Children in Key Stage 2 may bring in
a piece of fruit or vegetable to eat at
breaktime.

Our

School
Uniform

We encourage all children at Fell Dyke to wear our school uniform. We believe it is
practical, economical and gives the children a sense of belonging. This policy is well
supported by our parents. Our uniform consists of:
Royal blue sweatshirt/jumper/cardigan
White shirt or blouse
Black or grey skirt, pinafore or trousers
Royal blue and white summer dress
Black shoes or trainers
Children also require a P.E. kit, this consists of:
Navy blue or black shorts
Plain pale blue or white T-shirt
Trainers or plimsolls
Tracksuit bottoms to be worn for outdoor P.E. sessions
P.E. kits are stored in school in a bag that is provided by the school.
The wearing of jewellery is prohibited with the exception of a wrist watch and stud
earrings. Nail varnish and false nails is not permitted in school.
Extreme hair cuts (dyed, carved, shaved, logos or Mohican style) are not permitted.
Children are not allowed to bring mobile phones to school.

Early Years Foundation Stage
The focus for learning within the EYFS is based on each child as an individual and is
personalised to suit the many different needs of the children. The wide variety of adult led
activities and child-led play opportunities occur both indoors and outdoors. Activities are
carefully planned and based on the seven areas of learning in order to provide
opportunities to achieve the Early Years Learning Goals: Personal Social and Emotional
Development; Communication and Language; Physical Development; Literacy;
Mathematics; Understanding of the World; Expressive Arts and Design/
The Learning Environment
Our Reception and Nursery classes provide children with an abundance of rich and
diverse learning opportunities to support the children’s development at each stage of their
learning. The children have opportunities to work with an adult but also to develop their
skills independently. All areas allow children to build on their skills and flourish in their
own learning.
Throughout the day, children have access to both indoor and outdoor learning
environments in all weathers. Both areas promote creativity, curiosity and independence
with opportunities for both energetic activity and more quiet thinking.
At Fell Dyke we have an abundance of outdoor space which the children are encouraged
to explore on a daily basis. We also have a Forest School area that children will have
access to, weekly to broaden their experience of the world around them.

Visits to Reception
Throughout the summer term we build in opportunities for children to visit the Reception
Class and their new teachers. The Reception teachers will also visit the nursery allowing
the children to build up relationships before starting in Reception in the Autumn Term. For
children who are joining Fell Dyke from a private setting, we make visits to their preschool setting to speak with their Key Worker and also to get to know your child in a
setting that they feel comfortable in.
September Induction
We aim to make the transition from nursery to reception as smooth as possible as we
know it is very important to your child. We invite the children in for a phased entry,
starting with half days initially. The children will have an opportunity to stay for lunch and
will build up to full days on their second week.
Reception Hours
Our day begins at 8.50am-8.55am Lunch Break: 12.00pm to 1.00pm Our day ends at
3.15pm

Key Stage
1&2

Our Curriculum
At Fell Dyke Community Primary School, we aim for pupils to have the skills to be
independent and motivated learners; to help prepare them for life in modern Britain
and to empower them to achieve success in the future. We provide a dynamic and
innovative curriculum that challenges, excites and inspires children to become
positive and confident learners, and achieve their best. The integrated curriculum,
which is broad and balanced, builds on the knowledge, understanding and skills of all
children, whatever their starting points, as they progress through the school. The
spiritual, moral, social and cultural development of our pupils and their understanding
of the core values of our society are woven through the curriculum.
Cross Curricular Learning

Our curriculum is planned in themes, with topics chosen to capture the interests and
imaginations of our children. Skills-based learning is developed by linking subjects
such as history, geography, art and design, design and technology and music to the
topic being studied. This allows children to make purposeful links in their learning. We
also use every opportunity to make further links through reading, writing, maths,
science and computing where relevant. PE, RE and PSHE are often taught as
discreet subjects to allow coverage of the main objectives and age appropriate skill
development. A modern foreign language is taught to children in Key Stage 2.
Curriculum Enrichment
Theme weeks, whole school activities and educational visits or visitors all enrich and
develop the children’s learning. Throughout the year, themed days/weeks are woven
into the curriculum to extend the breadth and balance of opportunities we offer our
pupils. These include: Anti-bullying Week, Online Safety Day, Creative Arts Week,
World Book Day, World of Work Week, Outdoor Learning Week, School Games Day,
Enterprise Week, Science and Technology Day … and many more!

Attendance and Punctuality
We value the importance of regular attendance and excellent punctuality at school.
These are essential if children are to make progress and achieve their potential. If
for any reason your child is absent we ask parents/carers to contact the school.
Please try to make all routine doctors/dentist appointments in holidays or after
school and avoid taking holidays during term time. All holidays in term time will be
unauthorised and if over 10 days of holidays are taken then a referral will be made
to the legal intervention team. A full breakdown of our attendance procedures can
be found in the Attendance Policy on our website.

We always aim for excellent
attendance!

100%

Parents as Partners
We believe that parents are a child’s first educators and that all children achieve
more when there are strong links between parents/carers and school. We operate
an open door policy and value parental contributions. Parents/Carers are welcome
in school and help us in a number of ways. They assist on school trips and help
out with a variety of activities in classrooms including library, cooking, reading and
group work. If any parent/carer would like to help out in school, please see the
class teacher or the Assistant Headteacher. We work with parents to obtain DBS
clearance if they wish to work regularly in the classrooms.

Homework
Homework can make an important contribution to a child’s progress at school. As
well as reinforcing learning in the classroom, homework helps children to develop
the skills and attitudes they will need for successful independent lifelong learning.
Homework is set in-line with the school’s policy, with tasks planned to appropriately
challenge all pupils. Children have a half-termly grid of activities linked to their
current theme, from which to choose activities each week. This provides an
opportunity for children to think creatively and produce their own form of response,
for example: a model or piece of art work, a project, an IT presentation, a recount
following a family visit or a cooking activity. Children score points for the creative
homework they produce. As well as homework challenge grid, learners will also
receive regular spellings, be expected to learn mathematics facts off by heart and
read regularly at home. Our Homework Policy is available on the school website.

Family Support
We recognise the importance of supporting our families in order for children to be
able to learn. We offer Family Learning Sessions where parents and children come
together to develop their understanding of how children learn and hence how they
can be supported at home.
Our

Family Support Worker supports
families in different ways by coordinating professionals from a range
of services who can give support
and advice when needed. She is
also able to signpost families to
services in the local area including
housing, parenting support and
medical advice. Please contact the
school office to be put in contact with
our Family Support Worker.

Safeguarding
Safeguarding our children at all times is an uncompromising commitment by the
school. Staff are trained in child protection procedures and individual children, who
may need particular safeguarding have their needs met with due regard to
confidentiality. We are obliged by law to take any reasonable action to ensure the
safety of all children. If we are concerned that children may be subject to some
form of abuse we immediately follow the Child Protection procedures.
The school has a number of policies in place to safeguard children and staff. All
visitors must report to the school reception, sign in and receive a visitor badge.
Parents/carers must ensure that school has up to date contact details for
themselves and another person who can take responsibility for their child in their
absence. If another adult other than those already listed in school is required to
collect your child, parents/carers must inform the school office before the end of
the school day.
If you are delayed to collect your child from school please contact the school office
to inform us. Children not collected on time will remain outside the school office
while parents/carers are contacted.
Full details of our safeguarding procedures can be found in our school policy.

Extra Curricular Clubs
Extra curricular clubs and events extend
opportunities for our children further. Clubs
run for at least one term and vary
throughout the year. We are proud to offer a
variety of clubs that enable children to shine
and share their various talents and
interests. Clubs run before and after school
and at lunchtime such as: Allotment Club,
Choir, Gymnastics, Dance, Football,
Netball, Ballet, Change for Life, eCadets,
Film Club, Book Buddies, Story Club, and
Forest Club … to name but a few!

PE and Sport
Physical Education is concerned with the promotion of positive attitudes towards
physical activity and well-being. All children take part in a minimum of two hours of
high quality PE each week. A well-balanced programme of sporting activities is
provided for the children that includes opportunities for expressive and creative
movement through dance, as well as gymnastics, swimming, athletics, games, and
outdoor and adventurous pursuits. Children have the opportunity to take part in
sporting activities within the school, and with other schools, including local and
county tournaments and competitions.

Our Forest
As a school we are very fortunate in having our
own forest area and a number of teachers
throughout school are trained to deliver a
Forest Schools approach. Teamwork skills
are developed through games and activities.
Individual skills and self-esteem are
heightened throughout activities such as:
shelter building, tool skills, lighting fires or
environmental art, the list is endless. Each activity
develops intra and inter-personal skills as well as
practical and intellectual skills

Educational Visits
The outdoor classroom can be used to bring learning alive for many children and we
aim, where possible, to use our spacious grounds and local community resources to
inspire and stimulate our children.
All visits are planned carefully in order for them to enhance the curriculum and a risk
assessment completed by the class teacher. Visits only take place once approved by
the Headteacher. In accordance with Gateshead LA policy and the Education Act
(1988) we request voluntary contributions towards the costs of educational visits. The
contribution helps towards entry, transport and insurance costs. We will inform parents/
carers of all visits before they occur.
We also believe strongly in the value of residential experiences as a way of developing
children socially and educationally. So each year pupils in Year 6 are offered the
opportunity to take part in a residential environmental/adventurous activity.

Additional Information
Assessment
Assessment is an ongoing process at Fell Dyke. Our children are taught as
individuals, in small groups and in whole classes. We are continually monitoring and
assessing learners so that additional support, or a higher level of challenge, is
offered at the right time for the child. Ongoing assessment through observation and
questioning is built into all learning opportunities. More formal assessment weeks are
included each term.

Illness and Accidents
We have a number of qualified first aiders in school and first aid is administered for
minor injuries such as cuts and bruises. In case of a more serious accident at school,
parents/carers will be informed as soon as possible. It is vital that parents/carers
supply school with a current contact number and also inform school of any medical
needs of their child. If medicines need to be prescribed during the school day we will
do this after a care plan has been drawn up.

Use of Social Media
We use social media to share and celebrate the fantastic learning and achievements
at Fell Dyke. Through our school Twitter feed, we also hear all about children
developing their learning further outside of school. Follow us @FellDykePrimary.
Parents/carers must not use social media to raise concerns about the school and
must contact school directly to discuss any issues.

Complaints Procedures
If at any time a parent/carer has cause to be concerned about their child they should
contact the class teacher in the first instance to discuss the problem. Where such
discussion fails to satisfy, the parents/carer should then refer the concern to the
phase leader or assistant head teacher. If this still fails to satisfy, the parents/carer
can then refer the complaint to the head teacher. If necessary the parent/carer is
entitled to make a formal complaint to the governing body.
Full details of our complaints procedure can be found on the school website.

www.felldykeprimary.org
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